
 
 

 
 

 

The Macallan 1926 60-Year-Old Malt In A Unique Bottle Painted 
By Michael Dillon  

Achieves £ 1,200,000 / $1,528,800 / €1,352,400 

A World Auction Record For A Bottle Of Whisky  

 Christie’s Finest & Rarest Wines & Spirits Auction In London  

London – On 29 November 2018, The Macallan 1926 60-Year-Old 

presented in a unique bottle painted by the Irish artist Michael Dillon 

(estimate on request) sold for £1,200,000 / $1,528,800 / €1,352,400 in 

Christie’s Finest & Rarest Wines & Spirits auction in London, achieving a 

world auction record for a bottle of whisky. The Macallan distillery located 

near the river Spey in North East Scotland was founded in 1824 and 

produces stunning examples of cask-matured single malts, particularly their 

highly prized single-cask, limited edition bottlings and Fine & Rare 

Collection. The Macallan 60-Year-Old 1926 takes this rarity to new heights 

for collectors of Macallan whisky. Peter Blake, the renowned artist 

responsible for the album cover of the Beatles' Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts 

Club Band, and Valerio Adami were each asked to design a label for this 

special 1926 Macallan 60-Year-Old malt, and 12 individually numbered 

bottles from each artist were released after the whisky had spent 60 years 

maturing in ex-sherry casks prior to bottling in 1986. Less well-known was 

that one bottle of this ultra-rare elixir was commissioned and hand-painted 

by Irish artist Michael Dillon. The bottle, which beautifully depicts the Easter 

Elchies House of The Macallan against the backdrop of the Scottish 

Highlands, is truly one-of-a-kind.   

Tim Triptree MW, Christie’s International Director of Wine: “The sale 

represents a landmark moment in the whisky market with The Macallan 
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1926 60-Year-Old achieving £1,200,000 / $1,528,800 / €1,352,400 and establishing a world auction 

record for a bottle of whisky. The results confirm the strength of the market for whisky and the continued 

success of Christie’s in offering the finest spirits to our collectors across the globe. We were delighted to 

collaborate with The Macallan to present a selection of whiskies direct from the distillery, highlighted by 

The Macallan 50-Year-Old (price realised: £72,000 / $91,728 / €81,144) and a selection of The Macallan 

Exceptional Single Cask including a VIP visit to The Macallan (price realised: £66,000 / $84,084 / 

€74,382). Five bottles of The Macallan Genesis, a limited-edition released to celebrate the 2018 opening 

of the new distillery and visitor experience, achieved a combined total of £11,400 / $14,524 / €12,848, 

the proceeds of which will be donated to selected Speyside community support organisations.” 

 

Scott McCroskie, Managing Director, The Macallan: "This 1926 60-Year-Old bottle of The Macallan, 

hand-painted by the Irish artist Michael Dillon is very rare, so it is exciting to see it come to market and 

establish another auction record for Single Malt Scotch. The Macallan is renowned for its quality and 

desirability, and the Christie’s auction marks a significant achievement for the brand.” 

Please click here for the full results of the sale.   
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About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in the first half of 2018 that totalled £2.97 billion / $4.04 

billion. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Christie’s offers around 

350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. 

Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all 

categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. 

Alongside regular sales online, Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New 

York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai. 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale 

at the back of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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